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THE NEWSLETTER OF S.T.A.R.S (SOUTH TOWNS AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY) JUNE 2021  VOL 53 ISSUE: 10 

Telstar 

 

STARS is the SouthTowns’ largest ham radio club, with our clubhouse and 
tower located at the Town of Hamburg Recreation Center, Lakeview Rd.    
To learn more about STARS, visit  wb2elw.net.  
During Covid restrictions, we have remained active with online meetings, collaborative contesting, our two 
nets, and local UHF chat. 
So, warm up those radios and join us ON THE AIR and ONLINE! 
Saturdays  10 AM  HF net 3.925 MHz;  
Mondays 8:30 PM  UHF 446 MHz simplex chat for locals  - bet you can hear us! 
Tuesdays 7:30 PM  VHF UHF net 147.090 (107.2) and 442.325 (88.5) 
Zoom general meetings: first Thursday of the month at 7 PM. 
Email Joe KB2JDB, club secretary, if you’d like to be invited!  
Need help getting on the air?  Let us know…    

Thanks and 73!      joe@joeclaus.com 

The Telstar would like to thank all of those who wrote in with notes, suggestions, content submis-

sions, etc. 

All ideas are welcomed and encouraged! If there is something you would like included in next 

month’s edition, please email: TELSTAR@WB2ELW.COM or KD2UOE@GMAIL.COM 

We are always in search of new and exciting content and feedback from our audience is what keeps 

the ball rolling.—-WHAT DO YOU GUYS WANT TO SEE MORE OF?—- 

Likewise, if something was published in error—please reach out via email so that corrections can be 

made, lawyers contacted and settlements reached. 

Enjoy & please try to make it a point to pop in to the zoom meeting—new faces keep the hobby ex-

citing and maybe you'll get a participation trophy for the best zoom background! Who knows!? 

MONTHLY MEETING INFORMATION ON FOLLOW-
ING PAGE: 
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“ZOOMERS”: 

First session THURSDAY June 3rd at approximately 7:00pm 

(Business Meeting) followed by General Meeting after. (ALL ARE WELCOME!)  

NO PRESENTATION SCHEDULED , However; Joe (KB2JDB) is sure to steal the 
show with his display of Chinese Ham Memorabilia, portable power, go-box set-
ups, demonstrations, etc. (WEATHER PERMITTING) 

ZOOM CREDENTIALS AND LINK: 

(CLICK HERE TO JOIN MEETING) 

Meeting ID: 859 544 1881  
Passcode: 888888   

For phone audio dial-in, call: 1-408-638-0968 (SAME MEETING ID & Passcode) 

STARS IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE OUR FIRST IN-PERSON 
(HYBRID) MEETING.  

HELP US MAKE IT GREAT! - BY ATTENDING! 

 

WHEN: JUNE 3RD 2021 @ 7PM 

WHERE: NIKE BASE “CLUBHOUSE” 

  2982 Lakeview Rd, Hamburg, NY 14075  

THERE WILL BE FOOD AND BEVERAGES AVAILABLE WHILE 
SUPPLIES LAST—PLEASE R.S.V.P. VIA THE GOOGLE FORM 
LINK (HERE) IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY DONE SO. 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/8595441881?pwd=S2k3SS9hWGtJU1QxYm1kN2JBbXZDdz09
https://www.google.com/maps/place/South+Towns+Amateur+Radio+Society/@42.7159955,-78.8882911,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x15c26f5ae67fb2fb?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi5zNesy_LwAhV-AZ0JHXAdDEMQ_BIwD3oECDYQAw
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1O22snzr8KwO1G3pBG-SlYn6jVb1_lDOmrJXknZxriMc/edit?usp=forms_home&ths=true
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For Thursday’s Meeting: 

As a reminder, This Saturday’s ( June 5th) STARS HF (WB2EZU MEMORIAL) will be run by JOE 
(KB2JDB) as Bob (WA2YSJ) will be unable to do so. We welcome your check-in and look forward to 
hearing you. Net takes place every Saturday at 10am on 3.925 LSB 
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May’s ZOOMERS  pictured below discuss club topics such as 
Field Day, Tower work, the monthly $1000 giveaway                
and more—GREAT LOOKIN’ GROUP OF GUYS.. We hope to start 
seeing some new faces with the upcoming hybrid style of meet-
ing—JOIN US THE FIRST THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH! 
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-Scott (KB2KOL) 

https://www.qrz.com/lookup/Kb2kol
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 FIELD DAY IS APPROACHING—WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS AND ASPIRA-
TIONS? GOT NEW GEAR? TRYING SOMETHING NEW? OPERATING FROM 
HOME? SEND US SOME OF YOUR FIELD DAY IDEAS, WE WOULD LOVE 
TO FEATURE THEM NEXT MONTH! 

Field Day 
By Gerry Maira KA2MGE 

 

STARS will once again be participating in the ARRL Field Day event this year at 
the clubhouse.  The STARS operation will run from 2 pm Saturday June 26 to 2 
pm Sunday June 27. 

 

This year with Covid 19 vaccinations now commonly available, we will for the 
most part be conducting the event as we did pre-Covid. Wearing masks will be 
optional but all members should bring one with them.  If you have not been vac-
cinated, it is recommended that you wear a mask at all times.  

 

More information will be announced soon and a website will be created for sign-
ing up for time slots. 
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Thanks to Bob (KA2WYE) FOR THIS REMINDER. 

https://www.qrz.com/lookup/ka2wye
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STARS AND THE TELSTAR WOULD LIKE TO RECOGNIZE MEMORIAL 
DAY AND THANK EVERYONE WHO HAS SERVED AND REMEMBER 
THOSE WHO MADE THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE. 
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FEATURED HAM SITE OF THE MONTH: 

THIS MONTHS FEATURED WEBSITES ARE:  

http://aprs.mennolink.org/ 

https://aprs.fi.com/ 

https://www.aprsdirect.com/ 

WATCH A YOUTUBE VIDEO OF THE APRS.MENNOLINK SITE IN ACTION: (HERE) 

http://aprs.mennolink.org/
https://www.aprsdirect.com/center/42.93445,-78.72525/zoom/12/time/60
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kE08k3yyHrM
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FEATURED HAM SITE OF THE MONTH: 

 
APRS Direct is a website that brings you global real-time APRS tracking and 
weather data (including CWOP). Our goal is to bring you a fast and easy-to-use 
map with the latest APRS activity. We can achive fast real-time updates since 
each user browser will be connected directly to our own APRS-IS server (with no 
intermediate database-server). 

What is APRS? 
APRS (Automatic Packet Reporting System) is a digital communications sys-
tem that uses packet radio to send real time tactical information (on amateur ra-
dio frequencies). The APRS network is used by ham radio operators all over the 
world. Information shared over the APRS network is for example coordinates, 
altitude, speed, heading, text messages, alerts, announcements, bulletins and 
weather data. APRS has been developed by Bob Bruninga, callsign WB4APR. More 
information about APRS can be found at www.aprs.org or at wikipedia. 

Visit APRS Direct on facebook, like/recommend us to stay up to date with new features. 

https://www.aprsdirect.com 

http://wxqa.com
http://www.aprs.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automatic_Packet_Reporting_System
https://www.facebook.com/aprsdirect/
https://www.aprsdirect.com/center/42.93445,-78.72525/zoom/12/time/60
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https://www.qrz.com/lookup/wa2tly
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https://rochesterham.org/hamfest.htm 

https://rochesterham.org/hamfest.htm
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KNOW OF A HIDDEN GEM? HEARD OF A CANCELLATION THAT ISN’T 
LISTED? PLEASE KEEP THE CLUB INFORMED AT: TELSTAR@GMAIL.COM. 
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2020 NYQP Contest Results 

By Gerry Maira KA2MGE (2020 NYQP Chairman) 

 

Once again the club took part in the NYQP contest back 
on Oct. 17, 2020, using the special event call sign W2E.  
As with Field Day last year, this event was scaled down 
a lot due to limitations from the Covid pandemic.  Oper-
ators were Bill KD2QLF, Scott KB2KOL and I, with some 
guidance from John KA2RFT who normally chairs the 
event.  We operated as a Multi-One Low Power Phone 
entry, making 261 SSB QSO’s with 72 multipliers for a 
score of 18,792.  This effort earned the club another 
NYQP first place plaque!  Thanks to all who participated 
or helped out in some way. 
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WEB LINK TO PDF (CLICK HERE) - TO CONTINUE READING... 

Being new to the hobby and seeing the many ways in which we all radiate always 
intrigues me. There must truly be an antenna in every shape and size to meet 
anyone's application… that said—I had the privilege of talking to Matt K2EAG 
regarding his big wheel “clover” antenna (which allows us to talk simplex from 
Eggertsville to Hamburg with ease) and thought I would share for those unfa-
miliar or wanting a fun project. 

CLICK THE LINK TO REDIRECT TO THE ONLINE DOCUMENT. 

      -Matt KD2UOE 

https://www.pc5e.nl/downloads/antennes/2%20meter%20bigwheel%20AntenaHPOD.pdf
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Do you have plans for the nice weather?.... Looking to install or modify your antenna 
setup?... Hoping to plant some seeds and start your own antenna farm?... Get put on 
the list for ANTENNA SQUAD… the hope is to connect people that need some help 
with people that can offer it, so that we can all enjoy a better (and hopefully easier 
& safer) experience! 

Write in to the Telstar at TELSTAR@WB2ELW.COM if you can offer help or want 
to get on the list. Those looking for help will be added to the Antenna Squad mailing 
list, where (hopefully) we can connect and offer each other the elbow-grease and 
brain-power to get some more metal in the air. 

73 

Matt KD2UOE 
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RENEWAL FORM  (CLICK HERE) APPLICATION FORM (CLICK HERE) 

THIS PAGE WILL NOT CHANGE: 

BELOW PLEASE FIND A COPY OF THE MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM AS WELL AS 
THE  NEW MEMBER APPLICATION FORM. 

THE LINKS ABOVE EACH WILL TAKE YOU TO THE CORRESPONDING FILE ON THE 
WB2ELW WEBSITE AND ALLOW YOU TO PRINT THEM. 

IF YOU ARE UNSURE IF YOUR MEMBERSHIP IS UP TO DATE, PLEASE CONFIRM WITH MEMBERSHIP CHAIR, JOE BARILLE 

(KD2LHF) , TO ENSURE YOU ARE KEPT UP TO DATE WITH THE LATEST TELSTAR PUBLICATION, CLUB EVENTS, PROMO-

TIONS, ETC. 

https://wb2elw.net/docs/2021_Member_Renewal.pdf
https://wb2elw.net/docs/2021_Member_Application.pdf
https://www.qrz.com/lookup/KD2LHF
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Just a friendly reminder of the STARS Amateur Radio Society Facebook 
Page… 

If you are on Facebook—stop by, like and share! 

Here is a link: https://www.facebook.com/WB2ELW 

https://www.facebook.com/WB2ELW
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BLUE & UNDERLINED: 

WHEN YOU SEE SOMETHING IN TELSTAR 
IN BLUE LETTERS AND UNDERLINED, IT 
MEANS IT IS AN INTERNET LINK. CLICK ON 
IT TO OPEN THE ASSOCIATED LINK IN A 
BROWSER. 

HERE,TRY THIS!………………………. (CLICK HERE) 

THANK-YOU TO OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR ALL THAT YOU DO TO KEEP THE CLUB IN ORDER AND FUNCTIONING 

(BOTH LOCALLY AND FROM AFAR)…. 

THANKS  RICK (W2RLN) FOR RUNNING THE TUESDAY NIGHT NET AND ALWAYS BEING PROMPT AND PRESENT,. AND 

THANKS TO BOB (WA2YSJ) FOR YOUR COMMITMENT WITH THE HF NET ON SATURDAY MORNINGS! 

THANKS ESPECIALLY TO MIKE (KB2FX) AND KEN (KC2AYK) FOR HANDLING THE TECHNICAL SIDE OF THINGS, BEHIND THE 

SCENES…. IT’S A LOT OF WORK AND WE ALL APPRECIATE YOU!            -STARS MEMBERS 

CLUB OFFICERS 2021 
 

President Ken Pokigo KC2AYK 

V. President Al Mitzo WA2TTT 

Treasurer John Leitten KA2RFT 

Recording Sec’y Joe Claus KB2JDB 

Financial Sec’y Joe Barille KD2LHF 

Membership Chair Joe Barille KD2LHF 

Director 1yr Bob Koster KA2WYE 

Director 2yr Jon Hall AA2CC 

Clubhouse Chair Al Mitzo WA2TTT 

Fundraising Chair Jon Hall AA2CC 

Hospitality Chair Bill Donovan KD2QLF 

 

CLUB OFFICERS 2021 
Net Control Stations Rick Neubeck W2RLN (VHF) 

Bob Lehning WA2YSJ (HF) 

NYQP Chair John Leitten KA2RFT 

Photographer Gerry Maira KA2MGE 

Program Chair Larry Plumb WA2TLY 

Repeater Chairs Mike Fetto KB2FX 

Ken Pokigo KC2AYK 

Special Events Chairs Joe Claus KB2JDB 

Bob Koster KA2WYE 

Telstar Editor Matt Ovitt KD2UOE 

VE Team Liason Bob Koster KA2WYE 

Webmaster 

Field Day Chair Gerry Maira KA2MGE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQw4w9WgXcQ
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LOOKING FOR SOMETHING? GOT SOMETHING TO SELL OR TRADE? 

THAT’S WHAT YOU’LL FIND HERE! 

FEEL FREE TO SUBMIT YOUR I.S.O. (IN SEARCH OF) OR WANTED TO 
SELL AD TO THE TELSTAR AT: 

TELSTAR@WB2ELW.COM 

HAVE MANY HP DESKTOP P.C. TOWERS, OPERATIONAL, CLEAN W/ FRESH 

INSTALL OF WINDOWS 7 OR 10.  MAKE FOR GREAT SHACK COMPUTERS, 

SOME COULD USE RAM OR EXTRA HARD DRIVE. MANY ARE i5 OR i7. 

ASKING $30.00/EACH—OR TRADE FOR HAM GEAR. 

-MATT KD2UOE 

IN HOPES TO FIND OLDER LAPTOP (XP). MUST HAVE RJ45 JACK FOR NET 

CABLE AND SERIAL (DB9) PORT… PLEASE CONTACT JOE IF YOU HAVE 

SOMETHING  - HE IS DESPERATE AND WILLING TO BARTER OR BUY IN A 

SELLERS MARKET. 

-JOE KB2JDB 



23 

23 

Gear from  James Blosser  KC2QG   
( SK ) 

 
Radio Shack TRC-495 Base Station Transceiver 40C 

Radio Shack 10M Transceiver HTX-10 

Ham-Key 

MFJ Econo Keyer II  MFJ-401C 

Qty 2  Audio & Video Selector VSW81 

MFJ-260C   300W Dry Dummy Load 

Radio Shack Stereo Speaker Selector 

Pyramid 13.8V Power supply 6A 8A Surge 

Mirage BD-35 144/440 Amplifier  -- 45W on VHF, 35W on UHF 

ARRL Small Antennas for Small Spaces 2ED  ( Book ) 

Arrl  Operation Manual for Amateurs  11th edition 

The ARRL Handbook for radio communications Volumes 1-6  (2021) 

MFJ Deluxe Versa Tuner II 

Uniden Speaker BC7 

Tenway UV5R PRO 

Radio Shack 100 Channel Programmable Scanner 800MHz Hyperscan 

Radio Shack Pro 2066 150 channel Trunking Scanner 

GT-3TP Dual Band Handheld  (Baofeng 8W) 

Ideaworks  mini digital multiband receiver with alarm clock 

CCRANE shortwave reel antenna 

Cannon Battery Charger only for Cannon Battery 

Comet Duplexer CF-706 

World radio tv handbook (2020 ) 

ARRL Repeater Directory 2020 

Radio Shack DX-399 Portable SW Receiver 

 

Gear listed here is to be offered to STARS members only for the time being 

Interested parties are asked to contact Jon AA2CC (716)361-8757 

 

- Jon  AA2CC 
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Cushcraft #10-4CD 4 element 10 Meter yagi on a 16’ boom (new-still in the 
box)   $175.00 

Cushcraft #A503S 3 element 6 Meter yagi on a 6” boom (new -still in the 

box)  $130.00 

Alliance #HD-73 heavy duty antenna rotator w/control box and length of control 
cable (like new)  $150.00 

Midland #23-126 field strength indicator/standing wave  bridge (vintage)  $15.00 

Heathkit #GD-1B grid dip meter w/coils (vintage) $15.00 

Vibroplex keyer paddle (vintage) s/n 260796   $20.00 

Heathkit #DX-35 (vintage)  50 watt xtal controlled cw/am transmitter  $50.00 

Drake #2-NT (vintage) 70 watt xtal controlled cw transmitter   $50.00 

Bird #25-T-MN 25 watt RF load (new)   $20.00 

Microwave Assoc. #44004 100 watt RF load (used)   $50.00 

Antenna mount kit (chimney)  up to 1-1/2” mast $15.00 

1 pr heavy duty galvanized mount brackets  wall or pole to antenna mast  $20.00 

1 pr heavy duty galvanized mount brackets pole to antenna mast  $30.00 

1 pr heavy duty galvanized mount brackets telephone pole to antenna 
mast  $50.00 

Anyone interested in any of the above can contact me by e-mail or tele-

phone  (WA2YSJ@roadrunner.com or 716-947-4974 there is an answering machine) 

(4) LINKSYS SPA941 VOIP PHONES W/ POWER ADAPTER 

(READY TO USE WITH HAMSHACK HOTLINE) - $20/EA 

-MATT KD2UOE 

http://roadrunner.com

